
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 January 31, 2018  
 
 
Chairman Rodney Shaw called the regular meeting to order on January 31, 2018, at 8:30 
a.m. in the commission room of the Court House.  Commissioner Jack Carpenter, 
Commissioner Goff Searl, Clerk Niki Collier, Deputy Clerk Becky Smilko and County 
Counselor Zoe Newton were all present.  Commissioner Goff Searl opened the meeting with 
prayer. 

Commissioner Carpenter moved to approve the minutes of Monday, January 22, 2018.  
Commissioner Searl gave the second and the motion passed 3-0. 

Road & Bridge Superintendent Joel Haden stated that rock was hauled to several locations 
on  Nation, Road 31 & Union, and Road 22 & Quivira. Mr. Haden presented a contract from 
Kirkham Michael that allows them to submit a grant application on behalf of the county to 
pay for signage throughout the county. Commissioner Carpenter asked Joel to grade at Road 
25 and Oakland Hill.  

HR Administrator Crystal Wade presented the KWORK Open Claim Log for the 
Commissioners to review.  Ms. Wade also brought health department travel requests for 
approval. Tim Nordell joined the meeting.  

Treasurer Amy Goode joined the meeting and stated the previous minutes were not 
sufficient to change the name of Chairman on the bank accounts because it lacked detailed 
direction. Mrs. Goode presented a letter for the Commission to sign with that specific 
request. Mrs. Goode requested approval for an $80.00 check to be issued so she could 
attend an HR seminar, the Board agreed. Treasurer Goode informed the Board that she 
moved money back to First National Bank due to interest rates.   

Courthouse Maintenance Richard Hambleton stated that in the past week four furnaces 
throughout the courthouse were not functioning properly, all but one was related to a 
problem with the Atmos gas meter and they have come and replaced it. He stated the 2nd 
floor furnace located in the Treasurer’s office needed to be replaced and that was 
completed. Richard gave an update regarding mowers and stated he was able to go view 
some in person. Commissioner Carpenter requests that Richard check with John Deer 
regarding a diesel lawnmower. Mr. Hambleton advised the Board he purchased the approved 
tools and asked permission to move the benches from the 3rd floor to the 2nd floor. Richard 
advised the Commissioners that he would like them to look at the hot water tank and 
Commissioner Shaw stated after they completed business they would recess for a tour.  

County Counselor Zoe Newton stated she has reviewed the proposed contract for Kimble 
Mapping and has no objections. Clerk Niki Collier stated that the County Appraiser was 
scheduled to come to the February 5, 2018 meeting to discuss the contract.  

The Board reviewed a letter from County Attorney Ruth Ritthaler in response to the Board’s 
request for the return of Board files.  Upon review, the Board instructed Mrs. Newton to 
contact Mrs. Ritthaler to arrange for the transfer of any relevant files. 



The Commissioners discussed the cost of indigent attorney’s and special prosecutors and a 
letter from Judge Cullins was presented to them requesting that the District Court not be 
responsible for paying for Special Prosecutor fees. Commissioner Shaw made a motion to 
change the name of the indigent fees line to attorney fees, with the intent to pay indigent 
attorneys, special prosecutors and any other Board of County Commissioner approved 
attorney cost. Commissioner Searl gave the second, and the motion passed 3-0.  

Deputy Clerk Becky Smilko requested that the Commissioners approve to pay the special 
prosecutor bill that had been submitted with a Treasurer check to avoid waiting for the next 
bill pay date of February 12, 2017. The Board approved the payment.  

Clerk Niki Collier reminded Commissioners that they needed to appoint someone to serve on 
the Southeast Kansas Regional Juvenile Detention Center Board. Commissioner Searl made 
a motion to appoint Commissioner Rodney Shaw to serve on the SKRJDC Board, 
Commissioner Carpenter gave the second and the motion passed 3-0.  

At 10:00 a.m. Commissioner Shaw recessed the meeting for 15 minutes to allow for a tour 
of the basement with Courthouse Maintenance Richard Hambleton and County Clerk Niki 
Collier. At 10:53 a.m. the regular meeting resumed. Discussion was then held regarding 
possibly upgrading the hot water tank and Richard was asked to obtain quotes for on 
demand hot water heaters and report back.  

Commissioner Carpenter asked the Clerk to call KCAMP and inquire about storage of a 
lawnmower. Mrs. Collier provided annual inventory list from all departments for the Board to 
review. Commissioner Searl asked if the invoice listing of KCAMP insured inventory was 
reviewed and updated.  Clerk Collier stated she had provided each department with the list 
to review and update.  

Commissioner Shaw moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:07 a.m., seconded by 
Commissioner Searl, motion passed 3-0.  

________________________________________       ____ ____ 

Goff Searl, First District Commissioner 

____________________________________________________ 
Rodney Shaw, Chairman, Second District Commissioner 

____________________________________________________ 
Jack Carpenter, Third District Commissioner 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________________ 
Niki Collier, County Clerk


